THE MAN I KNEW

were fully satisfied with the achievements that had been
made during the previous twelve months. He also told me
that, no matter what happened, he intended to continue his
work on the western front to the very best of his ability,
without regard to his personal feelings in the matter. What
encouraged him most was the knowledge that the army
continued to express its complete confidence in him as their
leader, and this, coupled with the fact that he knew that I
whole-heartedly agreed with his intentions, helped him to
carry on with a perfectly easy conscience, under conditions
made more difficult by the Prime Minister's attacks on the
army. He always said that if the Cabinet did not approve
of the way he commanded the army, they would remove
him if they could find anyone whom they thought would
do better. He was quite prepared to go when he was told,
but until then, he considered that his duty lay with his men
on the battlefield. The anxiety about the weather seemed to
trouble Douglas really more than what politicians said
about him!

The attack was launched to the south of Cambrai on the
morning of the ioth of November. This was actually against
what was known as the Hindenburg Line, and was on a
front of about seven miles. The infantry attack was sup-
ported with about four hundred tanks which cut lanes
through the wire. The system of trenches was very heavily
protected with wire and the defences were particularly
strong. Nevertheless so great was the surprise of this attack,
which had been kept very secret, that the troops occupied the
third line of defence with comparative ease and the casualties
were particularly light. All die objectives were gained in
spite of a few temporary checks. Douglas asked that, in
view of the success of the operation, the two divisions which
were in readiness to go to Italy might be used, and this
request was granted provided he could replace them as soon
as possible.
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